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MAss ¢ COMMUNION TobAY’'s READING

Saturday Vigil Mass
5:30 pMm
Sunday Mass
7:30, 9:15, and 11:00 Am
(12:45 pMm, 5:30 M)
Holy Days:
9:15 AM, 12 NooN and (5:30 pm)

Blessed Sacrament Chapel

Daily Morning Mass
Monday — Friday (7:00 am)
Noon Mass
Monday, Wednesday, Friday
Noon Communion Services
Tuesday, Thursday
Saturday Morning Mass
8:30 AM
Saturday Reconciliation
9:30 AM — 10:30 AM

St. Francis of the Redwoods
Big Sur, CA
Bilingual Mass (Espafiol/English):

15

and 3™ Saturday (6:00 pm)

First Reading — Brothers and sisters of every
race and language will be brought to Jerusalem
(Isaiah 66:18-21).

Psalm — Go out to all the world and tell the
Good News (Psalm 117).

Second Reading — Strengthen your drooping hands
and your weak knees (Hebrews 12:5-7, 11-13).

Gospel — People from east and west, north and
south recline at table in the kingdom of God
(Luke 13:22-30).

Jesus has another challenging message in the Gospel this
week, * but many, I tell you, will attempt to enter but not be
strong enough.” Salvation is not a sure thing. It can be
frightening to consider that some who know the Lord will be
denied; it is unlikely that they consider themselves evildoers.
How do we make sure we are on on the narrow path to the
Kingdom of God? First, we must remember that our
relationship with God is not transactional; where we do a, b
and c and then Jesus give us salvation. Salvation is a free
gift, not something we receive because we deserve it. We do
need to have the strength to enter through the narrow gate.
This strength is not typically developed in a day, or in one
grand act, it is built over time spent trying to follow Jesus

on the narrow path of love and mercy. We do not need to

fear if we misstep, we know how merciful our God is, and St.
READINGS FOR THE WEEK Paul reminds us “God treats you as sons.” We may need to
make a change in our hearts and minds to continue our

Monday:

Tuesday:

Wednesday:

Thursday:

Friday:

Saturday:

Sunday:

1 Thes 1:1-5, 8b-10; Ps 149:1b-63,
9b; Mt 23:13-22

1 Thes 2:1-8; Ps 139:1-6; Mt
23:23-26

1 Thes 2:9-13; Ps 139:7-12ab;
Mt 23:27-32

1 Thes 3:7-13; Ps 71:1-4a, 5-
6ab, 15ab, 17; Mk 6:17-29

1 Thes 4:1-8; Ps 97:1, 2b, 5-6,
10-12; Mt 25:1-13

1 Thes 4:9-11; Ps 98:1, 7-9; Mt
25:14-30

Sir 3:17-18, 20, 28-29; Ps 68:4-
7, 10-11; Heb 12:18-19, 22-24a;
Lk 14:1, 7-14

journey on the narrow path, but that is not a punishment or

a condemnation, that is God helping us to attain ‘the peaceful
fruit of righteousness.” If we must be strong to enter through
the narrow gate, what makes us weak? We find that answer
in the vision of the Kingdom of God that Jesus describes,

a place that welcomes peoples from all the corners of the
earth, and where the last shall be first. Fear, hatred and
pride can bar our entry through the narrow gate. To enter
the Kingdom of Heaven we must embrace all the people
welcome there, and we know from Jesus’ own words this will
be diversity beyond our imagining. Our faith cannot only be
one of a passive transaction with Jesus where we pray and
go to church and await our reward in Heaven. Our faith
demands that we proclaim God'’s Kingdom as Jesus did, that
we welcome and lift up the lost and vulnerable, the “last” in
our society. If we live as we are called to, as people from the
Kingdom, then the entry through the narrow gate will be
easy, for we will be coming home.

Si:_?UOR;:\"Y 9:15 Am 11:00 amM | 12:45 pM 5:30 pm
Entrance Chant 409 409 409 409 409
Penitential Act Mass of the Resurrection — All Masses #851
Gloria Mass of the Resurrection — All Masses #852
Preparation of the Gifts 612 612 612 612 612
Holy, Holy Mass of the Resurrection—All Masses #855
Memorial Acclimation Mass of the Resurrection—All Masses #857
Amen Mass of the Resurrection—All Masses #859
Lamb of God Mass of the Resurrection—All Masses #860
Communion 312 312 312 312 312
Sending Forth 564 564 564 564 564




PARISH CALENDAR — MASS INTENTIONS

Week of August 25 — September 1

Sunday, August 25
7:30 AM — 1:00 pm Coffee and Donuts
(Crespi Hall)
Monday, August 26
7:30 AM — 8:30 AM Eucharistic Holy Hour
(Blessed Sacrament Chapel)
Tuesday, August 27
7:30 AM — 8:30 AM Eucharistic Holy Hour
(Blessed Sacrament Chapel)
Wednesday, August 28
7:30 AM — 8:30 AM Eucharistic Holy Hour
(Blessed Sacrament Chapel)
10:30 AM — 12:00 pm Bible Study (Crespi Hall)

3:00 pMm — 12:00 AM Men’s I—HELP
(Crespi Hall)

Thursday, August 29
7:30 AM — 8:30 aM Eucharistic Holy Hour
(Blessed Sacrament Chapel)
7:30 pMm — 9:30 pm Choir Rehearsal (Basilica)

Friday, August 30
7:30 AM — 8:30 AaM Eucharistic Holy Hour
(Blessed Sacrament Chapel)

Saturday, August 31
No Book CLuB MEETING

9:30 AM — 10:30 AM Sacrament of Reconciliation
(Blessed Sacrament Chapel)

Sunday, September 1

Coffee and Donuts

7:30 AM — 1:00 PMm
‘ (Crespi Hall)

Want to know more about
upcoming events?

You can also add the Parish
Calendar to your smartphone.

Please visit our online calendar at:
www.calendarwiz.com/carmel-mission

Time

Saturday, August 31

Intentions

Requested By

8:30 AM

PEoPLE OF THE PARISH

5:30 pMm

1 Maria Klasa

The Lopes de Silva Family

1 Kathleen Kutko

Sylvia Popodiuk

Sunday, September 1

T Johnny Corrigan &

7:30 AM Companions Corrigan Family
1 Janet Cahalan Tom Cahalan
9:15 AM T Anita Dougherty Mary Cary & Gary Coughlan
11:00 aAM | T David E. Jones Jr. Family
1 Frances Tidd Brady Famliy
12:45 pMm PEOPLE OF THE PARISH
5:30 pMm T Mickey Caggese John Colombo

Monday, August 26

7:00 AM T Joe Flood Frank & Yara Di Paolo
Int in Gratitude Roberto | Ramirez Jr.
12:00 pM | T Juan Antonio Marves Martha Sacker
Tt Chncha V. Marves Martha Sacker
Tuesday, August 27
7:00 AM Int Carmen M. Keenan | Martha Sacker
12:00 pM COMMUNION SERVICE
Wednesday, August 28
7:00 AM T Kathleen Hannigan Mary Connors
Int Bill & Lynn Kepp Joe & Medeleine Kepp
12:00 pm | Int Del Dees Jenny Tilton
1 Bernadine Gabryel Family
Thursday, August 29
7:00 AM Int Kevin Caprio Friend
12:00 pM COMMUNION SERVICE

Friday, August 30

7:00 AM

Int Jose Luis Gonzalez

Ifigo Roberto Ramirez Jr.

12:00 p™m

T Marjorie & EImo Hellinge

Family

T John Monahan

Tom Breznak

Saturday, August 31

8:30 AM T Edith Mancuso Catherine Compagmo
5:30 pm g?tgﬁ?fgﬁ I\S,lr& William Kathleen & Bill Griffon
Sunday, September 1
7:30 AM T Bau Finklamge Friends

T Erik Schroeder Family
9:15 AM 1 John H. Gilbert Gilbert Family
11:00 AM | T Braxton Stuntz Alison & Steven Rease

T Sean Condon John & Bernadette Garthner
12:45 pm | T Ruth Nicholson Bereavement Ministry

T Dr. Thomas D’Angelo

Nancy D'Angelo

5:30 pM

PEoPLE OF THE PARISH




CARMEL MISSION BASILICA (1771) August 25, 2019

Do you want to make a difference in our community?
Do you want to grow your understanding of the Mass?

We are seeking applicants who are motivated and spiritual individuals
to be Lectors, Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion, Ushers,
Sacristans, Acolytes, and Altar Servers.

Join in a team of caring and friendly people and at the same time serve
the community and the Lord. You will have the opportunity
to learn more about your faith and enrich your experience of Mass.
Application process includes fingerprinting and an online safe environment
training program as well as an in-person training for the specific ministry.

liturgy@carmelmission.org

Starting on Thursday,

September 5, Carmel Mission Book Club
the Book Club will be meeting
every Thursday at 6 pm Saturday, August 24th

in Crespi Hall

2 pM in the Rectory Garden Conference Room.
We conclude our discussion of HoME ToNIGHT by Henri Nouwen.
— There will be NO meeting on August 31°' —

For more information contact:
Deacon Bill at (831) 316-9280 or Charlie Sciambi at csciambi@gmail.com

Bible Study

Wednesday, August 28"
10:30 AmM in Crespi Hall.

We will resume our study of the Letters to the Hebrews.

For more information contact:
Dick Gorman at 595-6363

REGISTRATION is underway for ...

Come and Join us at our Food Sale!
FAITH FORMATION

Classes begin Catechetical Sunday, September 15. Marinated steak and chicken is grilled to perfection

,ﬂ| There will be a special blessing for catechists and parents at to the best authentic flavor!
/-\\ the 9:15 am Mass. .
Wi ) ) ) All proceeds will go to support the pastoral
Class will meet in MacMahon Center following Mass. activities and ministries of St. Francis of the

CONFIRMATION Redwoods in Big Sur
ist Years: January 2020 Saturday, September 21, 11:00 AM — 5:00 pPM
2"!Years: Sunday September 8 Location:
Attend Mass at 12:45 pm followed by a meeting with : . .
facilitators in MacMahon Center 2:00 pM — 4:00 PM 24.9 miles SOUth from the intersection of
Confirmation will be on January 19, 2020. CA Hwy 1 and Rio Rd. Carmel-by-the-Sea

o K—8™M: $125
e Retreats (2): $75 (First Communion Students only)

o First Year Confirmands: $150 + $75 for Retreat
e Second Year Confirmands: $150 + $75 for Retreat

Please call Rosellen for any questions, including registration.
Phone Number: (831) 624-1271 X218
Email: rosellen.sanna@carmelmission.org.

You are also welcome to pick up your REGISTRATION packet this week,
between 10:00 AM — 4:00 p™m in the Rectory.
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PRAYERS - PETITIONS - SACRAMENTS - CATHOLIC SERVICE

SICK IN THE PARISH

All the sick are prayed for during a general intercession at every mass.

At this time we pray especially for:
Gina Marchi, Knox Mellon, Elinor Laiolo, Richard Cruickshank, John Flynn, Charles Cardoza,
Gwen Foster, Tim Morris, Vivian Sweeney, Mercedes Ferrante, Frank Machalla, King Williams,
Brandon Paulikas, Julieta Evangelista, Dan Ukestad, Paul Riso, Marilyn Borucki, Bob Condry,
Nancy D’Angelo, Ruth Flynn, Trudy Bohland

RECENTLY DECEASED IN OUR PARISH

Please pray for our brothers and sisters who have died, especially:

Dr. Richard Koleszar, Stan Cassan, Tamas Simon, Valerie Traynor, Michael Terry, Dennis Van Dam,
Peter Van Nghiem, Donna Attaide, George Cory, Fr. John Baldwin, John S. Gilbert,

Dr. Richard A. Mueller, Amalia Gillette, Sylvia O’Clare-Schorr, Marjorie Trapkus, Jan Anzini,
Ray Hutton, Art Granat, Sean Royster, George Grasso, Barbara Davi

... that they may rejoice with the Risen Lord. Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let your perpetual light shine
upon them,; and may the souls of all the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen.

B

HOMEBOUND EUCHARISTIC MINISTRY
If you or someone you know, are unable to get to Mass

and would like to receive the Eucharist at home,
For more Information please call Joan Brophy Thomas at (831)-624-3074.

SOLEMN EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
The worship of the Eucharist outside of the Mass is of inestimable
value for the life of the Church.

Please visit our Lord during our daily Blessed Sacrament Adoration,
Monday through Friday 7:30 AM to 8:30 AM.
On First Fridays we have 25 hours of Adoration from 7:30 AM to Saturday 8:30 AM.
Many parishioners have signed up to spend an
hour with our Lord, but we still need sign-ups for early morning hours.

For more information, Call Sandi: (831) 624-9491.

The Serra Club of the Monterey Peninsula, leads the Recitation of the Rosary for
Vocations every Wednesday at 5:30 pm—6:30 pm in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel. Catechesis
from the writings of the saints and meditation with the Glorious Mysteries.

Please also bring your personal prayer intentions.
For more information, contact us at SerraClubMonterey@gmail.com
Or visit us at www.facebook.com/SerraClubMonterey

PRAYER LINE

The Carmel Mission Prayer Line is confidential. Members of our faith community offer prayer
daily for your special needs. Leave your message on the prayer line at (831) 624-1271,
menu option 5, if you want prayer for a special intention. Only the first name is needed with a
short description of the intention need. Your prayer request remains on our list for three
months (updates are appreciated).

Note: names are not placed in the bulletin “Pray For” list without that individual’s
permission.

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY
Keep in prayer our brave parishioners, relatives and friends of our parish family who are in
service to their country in the Armed Forces abroad: Richard Brophy and Robert Maher

oo We ask the Lord to keep them safe from harm and pray for their families while they are far
N llltar from home.
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LITURGY VAULT

“The liturgy is celebrated for God and not for ourselves;
it is His work; He is the subject;
and we must open ourselves to Him”
(Pope Benedict XVI, 3 October 2012).

THE ORDER OF MAss: THE LITURGY OF THE WORD — PART 13
The Creed

On Sundays and solemnities, and “at particular celebrations of a more solemn character”, the

singing or recitation of the Creed by all follows the homily.

“The purpose of the Symbolum or Profession of Faith, or Creed, is that the whole gathered
people may respond to the word of God proclaimed in the readings taken from Sacred
Scripture and explained in the homily and that they may also call to mind and confess the
great mysteries of the faith by reciting the rule of faith in a formula approved for liturgical
use, before these mysteries are celebrated in the Eucharist” (General Instruction of the
Roman Missal, n. 67).

In general, the term profession of faith is “an external act of faith, whether in word or in action, and

sometimes prescribed for a Christian. Liturgically, it is a symbol of faith, summarizing the principal

Christian beliefs. A former and still valid synonym is Creed; all creeds have a similar threefold

construction, referring to the tree persons in the Trinity, and historically developed from baptismal

rituals. During liturgical services the worshiping community recites them together to express their

common faith” (Rev. Jovian P. Lang, OFM, Dictionary of the Liturgy (1989), p. 524).

According to the Compendium of the Catechism of the Catholic Church, “[t]he symbols of faith are

composite formulas, also called ‘professions of faith” or ‘Creeds’, with which the Church from her

very beginning has set forth synthetically and handed on her own faith in a language that is
normative and common to all the faithful” (n. 33). There are a great number of ecclesiastical

“symbols of faith” (symbola fidei), though only three have ever been used in the Sacred Liturgy:

“The Nicene Creed, a fusion of the one drawn up at the Council of Nicaea in 325 and the symbol of
Constantinople in 381" (Rev. Jovian P. Lang, OFM, Dictionary of the Liturgy (1989), p. 524).

“Instead of the Niceno-Constantinopolitan Creed, especially during Lent and Easter Time, the
baptismal Symbol of the Roman Church, known as the Apostles’ Creed, may be used” (Order of
Mass, n. 19).

“The Apostles’ Creed, the earliest simple statement of Christian belief, developed in
connection with the Sacrament of Baptism, and, at various times, it was used for that purpose.
Today an interrogatory form is employed based on the tenets of the Apostles’ Creed” (Rev.
Jovian P. Lang, OFM, Dictionary of the Liturgy (1989), p. 524). This is interrogatory form is the
Renewal of Baptismal Vows may replace the Creed only on Easter Sunday of the
Resurrection or in Masses when either the sacraments of Baptism or Confirmation are celebrated.

“The Athanasian Creed, erroneously attributed to St. Athanasius, more clearly stresses the belief in
the Incarnation and the Trinity” (Rev. Jovian P. Lang, OFM, Dictionary of the Liturgy (1989), p.
524). This creed is used in the pre-Vatican II Divine Office.

Two other popular Professions of Faith also exist but have never been used in the Sacred Liturgy.

These are the Tridentine Creed and the Credo of the People of God.

The “Tridentine Creed”, officially called the Formula of Profession of the Catholic Faith, or of the
Orthodox Faith, was promulgated in 1564 by Pope Pius IV. It concisely expresses the
teachings enunciated by the Council of Trent (1545-1563) in direct response to Protestantism. It
was revised in the late 19" century to include the Church’s teaching on Papal Infallibility and the
dogma of the Immaculate Conception and

The Credo of the People of God is a profession of faith promulgated by Pope St. Paul VI in
1968, in order to calm “the disquiet which agitates certain modern quarters with regard to
the faith”.

~ Geoffrey Lopes da Silva
Liturgy Coordinator
Liturgy@CarmelMission.org



A MESSAGE FROM JUNIPERO SERRA SCHOOL PRINCIPAL: STEVE HENDERSON

The First Day of School!

We had a wonderful first day of school Opening Ceremony. Father Rodrigo blessed our new American Flag
that will fly over the school this year. He also blessed each class and led us in a dedication prayer. The
students are off to a great start with their teachers and I am confident this is going to be a good year of
learning, spiritual development, and fun!

Join us for a very special Student Led Mass
Friday September 13 at 8:15 AM in the Basilica

Each month, a different group of students lead a Mass with Father Paul
In September, our Student Council will lead the Mass.

This Mass also honors Grandparents as it is Grandparent Day at JSS.
Join the Junipero Serra School Family for a special Mass!

Save The Date for the Carmel Mission Fiesta!

® The 58th Annual Carmel Mission Fiesta will be on Sunday October 6 12:00 - 5:00 pm.
® Please tell your friends and plan on stopping by for fun, food, drink and music.

® The Money Band will perform fun music for dancing. The Money Band is a high energy, versatile, and
extremely entertaining four-piece band which specializes in performing electrifying renditions of #1 hits
from the 50's to the present. They have been voted the Best In Monterey County!

® There will also be a Mariachi band!

® We will be asking for your support in purchasing or selling raffle tickets. Look for a letter from Father
Paul that includes raffle tickets and more information on all the great prizes.

® All the proceeds from raffle ticket sales will go to support the Junipero Serra School Opportunity
Fund.

The JSS Opportunity Fund helps deserving students have the chance to obtain a quality, Catholic
education at Junipero Serra School. The Opportunity Fund is not a hand out, but a hand up, meaning that
some families can afford some or most of the tuition, but need a helping hand to make up the difference.
Your support of The Opportunity Fund makes a direct impact in the lives of families and their children.

Update on the JSS Opportunity Fund:

I am very happy to recognize the following people for supporting the Opportunity Fund this year and making
a direct difference in the lives of a number of families! We are halfway to our goal of $25,000!

Mr. Ernest Joseph McCulla for a generous donation to Opportunity Fund
Mr. Daniel T Wyant for a generous donation to the Opportunity Fund

Calling all volunteers or flexible hour workers! ®
Are you a retired teacher or have school experience? Béca to Scﬂﬁﬁﬁ_ Y7
Would you like to earn extra money as a substitute teacher?

Are you able to help out in the school office for the first two weeks in
September?

I am looking for substitute teachers and someone to help us in the school
office in September.

Please contact me at 624-8322 to learn more.

WWW.JUNIPEROSERRA.ORG | 3090 RIO ROAD, CARMEL
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Carmel Mission Museum Store

Open Everyday from 9:30 AM—5:00 PM

(831) 624-1271, Ext 210; www.carmelmission.org/carmel-mission-basilica-store

St. Thevesa of Lisieux

"My mission - to make God

loved - will begin after my
death," she said. "I will
spend my heaven doing

a shower of roses."

Countless lives have been
touched by her
intercession,

and thousands have
imitated her “little way.”

She has been acclaimed
the “greatest saint of
modern times.”
Everywhere in the world
roses continue to fall.

L ofiem B

Patron Saint

Ckesice

St. Theresa of Lisieux Hand
Carved Statues from
Italy—8" and 3”

good on earth. I will let fall

St. Theresa hand
made bronze
medal necklace,
with fresh water
pearls and a
turquoise rose

Sterling Silver
necklaces

Rosary

pouches and

rose petal
rosaries

Wednesday, August 28", 6:30 PM

London Bridge Pub, 256 Figueroa Street, Monterey
(at the foot of Wharf 2)

Our speaker this month is Bishop Danny
Garcia, Bishop of Monterey. He will be
sharing his thoughts on the current
climate in our diocese and our country,
and what we as Catholics can do to
influence society. Come learn more and
share your thoughts!

Join us for interesting and enlightening conversation as
we delve deeper into our faith and enjoy dinner with
friends. All are welcome!

Join Monterey Theology on Tap on Facebook! You can
also send questions to Deacon Warren Hoy at
whoy@dioceseofmonterey.org.

We hope to see you there!

Carmel Valley Community Chapel Presents
World of Song

Friday September 6. 6:00 pm

An evening of food an dmusic from around
the world

Appetizers at 6pm with no-host wine bar.
Musical presentation at 7pm

$40 per person

RSVP to Greg at 909-851-4211

Carmel Valley Communication Chapel is
located at the intersection of Paso Hondo
and Valley Drive in the heart of Carmel
Valley Village
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DOCENT CORNER AND STEWARDSHIP

JEWELERY OF OUR LADY OF BETHLEHEM

The statue of Our Lady of Bethlehem is located in the chapel on the left side of the Basilica.
It is an original artifact of the Carmel Mission and is California’s first statue. The oldest
shrine of Our Lady on the west coast of America honors Our Lady at the birth of Christ.

The Acorn Earrings she wears are solid gold and were an offering from the family of Tulita
Westfall, the lady who returned the statue to the Mission. She was a descendant of the
Boronda family. This family heirloom was made in 1773 by the first jeweler in Monterey,
Manuel Trujillo, who was also a soldier at the Presidio. This is believed to be the oldest
surviving piece of jewelry made in California. Mission curator Harry Downie said that they
had to pierce the ears of the statute to attach them.

The Silver Crown on her head was a gift of Don Juan Bautista de Matute. A naval expedition

was conducted in the mid 1770’s to explore the northwest coast but because of the very

heavy storms, it was compelled to return to Monterey. A week later, the officers and crews

from the 3 ships in the expedition went to the Carmel Mission to have a High Mass offered in

honor of Our Lady of Bethlehem and in thanksgiving for a safe journey. (She was the

patroness of sailors and mariners). One of those officers was Lt. Juan Bautista de Matute, a
young Spanish Naval officer.

In 1798 (over 20 years later), a further offering was made by now
Captain Matute in the form of a Silver Crown inscribed as a
thanksgiving for relief from the storms. The translation reads:
“From the devotion of Naval Lt. Don Juan de Matute, commander
of frigate Purisima Concepcion. He dedicates this crown in
fulfillment of a vow, year 1798". Capt. Matute was later killed at
the Battle of Trafalgar in 1805.

The tarnished Sterling Silver Rose was a votive gift from
Mission Curator Richard Menn in 1982 in honor of his
mother who was suffering from cancer. It was made by
Tiffany Jewelers of New York in 1980.

This insight into the Mission history was provided by the Carmel Mission Docent Association.
If you would like to find out more about becoming a Docent, please contact Nancy Hardy
at nhardycarmel@att.net or 831-624-8846.

Thank You for your Stewardship!
Your continued generosity for the week ending in 8/11/2019

1st Collection: $13,999.57
Donation to Junipero Serra School: $ 1,000.00
No 2nd Collection: $ 0.00

Total Collection: $14,999.57

I thank you for your sense of Stewardship and your great generosity.
—Fr Paul, Pastor




Page 12 CARMEL MISSION BASILICA (1771) August 25, 2019

1 1i|
CARMEL MISSION

BASILICA

Dear Friends of Carmel Mission,

We all like to speculate about certain aspects of our faith that remain
unknown or that have not yet been revealed.

Human nature is very consistent and we seem to be attracted to mystery. In
today’s Gospel, someone asked Jesus the question:

“Lord, will only a few people be saved?”
Did you ever wonder about the answer to that question?

If we examine the response of Jesus, He does not say “Yes, unfortunately,
only a few will be saved”. Rather, he tells those listening to Him:

“Strive to enter through the narrow gate...”

Whenever I read or hear that response a picture comes to mind. It is a
painting by my mother which depicts an old, rust-eaten, narrow gate leading
into a beautiful garden, full of colorful flowers. The gate seems to be waiting
for someone to push it open.

Jesus seems to imply in His response that there will be some people who
considered themselves “well-got and friendly” with Him, whom He will turn
away, despite their protests.

On the other hand, people will come from all over the world to recline at table
with Him.

I think that it is a valid interpretation of His response to assume that He is
subtly, or not so subtly, telling His listeners (and ourselves) that they (we)
will be surprised, if not shocked, to see people whom they (we) had already
judged and sentenced to hell, taking their place at His banquet table.

May our focus be on pushing the narrow gate open by absorbing the life-
giving words and imitating the merciful actions of Jesus.

Let’s all remember that it’s not enough just to keep calling His hame, when all
the while He has been calling us to action.

He has invited each of us to recline at His banquet table. Let’'s make sure that
we follow His directions to that narrow gate.

Blessings,
Fr. Paul
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