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Dear Friend of Carmel Mission, 

Jesus’ opening line in this Gospel may strike an alarming note for us 
residents of California. We are all too familiar with the destructive power 
of wildfires and the havoc they can cause. But the fire Jesus is referring to 
is a purifying, not a devastating, force. Jesus is on fire with a wild love for 
the world. He cannot wait for this love to catch fire in all people and bring 
about the Kingdom of Heaven. Earlier in Luke’s gospel (3:16-17), Jesus’ 
precursor, John the Baptist, spoke of a baptism that would be greater 
than his purificatory rite: a baptism with the fire of the Holy Spirit that the 
Messiah would enkindle. Now we hear from the Messiah Himself, who is 
preparing His disciples for the path they will follow, one which may drive 
them into conflict, even with their own families. 

It is rare for Jesus to speak of Himself in the first person in the Synoptic 
Gospels. Here it is an indication of the urgency He wishes to communicate 
to His listeners. Today’s Gospel message is, at first glance, a shocking 
one from the Prince of Peace. But the peace Jesus promises, and the 
division that may be part of the journey to that peace, are not necessarily 
incompatible. The adult Jesus who is speaking to us was the child 
whose birth was announced as heralding peace (Luke 2:14) but was also 
recognized by Simeon as a source of division (Luke 2:34). Jesus’ peace is 
not a comfortable acceptance of the status quo that avoids conflict. It is 
a burning decisiveness with uncompromising love at its center. We may 
ourselves be singed with others’ derision for our discipleship, even those 
closest to us. 

We all have something we are fired up about, be it politics, or sports, or 
which country truly makes the finest whisky. In this Gospel Jesus is inviting 
and encouraging us to be the most fired up about our faith, to join Him in 
spreading the blazing inferno that is God’s love for God’s creation. 

I wish you and your loved ones continued blessings for good health, great 
hope, and fiery peace, 

Fr. Paul
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Welcome Father Rey!Welcome Father Rey!

Dear brothers and sisters, 

Some of you already met me during the 
masses. For those of you who have not: 
Í m father Rey. I was born in Florida but 
grew up in Mexico. After my studies in 
Chicago God called me into the diocese of 
Monterrey were I served as a deacon in 
Hollister. On the 19th of June 2021 Bishop 
Danny ordained me a priest and asked 
me to keep on serving in the parish of St. 
Benedict’s and Sacred Heart in Hollister. 
Having had a wonderful experience in 
my first year as a newly ordained priest, 
I am looking forward to sharing our 
faith together here at the Mission. It is a 
privilege for me to be able to serve you in 
this beautiful and ancient basilica, where 
people have been living their faith for more 
than 250 years and where the first Saint of 
California is buried. 

Saint Junípero Serra used to say “always 
go forward”. So let us go forward walking 
together in faith, knowing that you are in 
my prayers and that the joy of our faith 
unites us in the celebration of life. 

Blessings, 

Fr. Reynaldo
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Readings for the Week

Today’s Readings

MONDAY, AUGUST 15 
RV 11:19A; 12:1-6A, 10AB 
PS 45:10, 11, 12, 16 
1 COR 15:20-27 
LK 1:39-56

TUESDAY, AUGUST 16 
EZ 28:1-10 
DT 32:26-27AB, 27CD-28, 30, 35CD-
36AB 
MT 19:23-30

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 17 
EZ 34:1-11 
PS 23:1-3A, 3B-4, 5, 6 
MT 20:1-16

THURSDAY, AUGUST 18 
EZ 36:23-28 
PS 51:12-13, 14-15, 18-19 
MT 22:1-14

FRIDAY, AUGUST 19 
EZ 37:1-14 
PS 107:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9 
MT 22:34-40

SATURDAY, AUGUST 20 
EZ 43:1-7AB 
PS 85:9AB & 10, 11-12, 13-14 
MT 23:1-12 

Reading I He will die of famine on the spot, for 
there is no more food in the city.  
(Jer 38:4-6, 8-10)

Psalm Lord, come to my aid!  
(Ps 40:2, 3, 4, 18)

Reading II For the sake of the joy that lay 
before him he endured the cross, despising its 
shame, and has taken his seat at the right of 
the throne of God. (Heb 12:1-4)

Gospel “I have come to set the earth on fire, 
and how I wish it were already blazing! …”  
(Lk 12:49-53)

Scripture Message
In the first reading, the princes are mad at 
Jeremiah because they consider what he is 
preaching to be a threat to the well-being 
of their city. They find that, by speaking as 
a prophet, Jeremiah is “not interested in 
the welfare of our people, but in their ruin.” 
Jeremiah is speaking right before the Israelites 
are going to be taken over by the Babylonians. 
They are about to be destroyed, and when 
Jeremiah calls them to better their faith, it’s 
too much. The psalm can be read from the 
point of view of Jeremiah, who was thrown into 
a literal pit of destruction. The psalmist here 
implores the Lord with the verse “Lord, come 
to my aid,” while detailing all the ways in which 
the Lord has done this. Aid from the Lord is 
not a singular event, but a constant petition, 
the results of which can be seen over and over. 
Our reading from Hebrews reminds us that we 
can find consolation that we journey with “so 
great a cloud of witnesses” that support and 
walk with us on our journey to follow Christ. 
We live not as isolated individuals but as a 
profound community of believers. With this, 
we can follow Christ with confidence and look 
forward with joy to the coming of the reign 
of God. Jesus’s words in this gospel seem at 
odds with the rest of his message. Establishing 
division? That doesn’t sound like a Christian 
worldview. However, Jesus is inviting us to 
recognize the reality of following him in our 
world: it will cause division. A follower of 
Christ, who willingly flips the assumptions and 
desires of the material world, will inevitably 
cause division. We are called to “set the world 
on fire,” challenging the self-serving order of 
civilization and placing love at the center. The 
fire and water imagery point to a cleansing 
and refining that will be found at the end 
of time. For the past few weeks our gospel 
readings have discussed preparing for the end 
of days, and today’s reading highlights just 
how significant of an event this will be. We 
know how destructive fire and water can be, 
but we also know the new life that can come 
from these basic elements.

LiturgyLiturgy
The Altar Flowers are given today in memory of  
George Yagi, Sr. by George Yagi, Jr.
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Act of Spiritual CommunionAct of Spiritual Communion

My Jesus,

I believe that You are present in  
the Most Holy Sacrament. 

I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul. 

Since I cannot at this moment  
receive You sacramentally, 

come at least spiritually into my heart. 

I embrace You as if You were already there  
and unite myself wholly to You.

Never permit me to be separated from You. 

Amen.

Act of Spiritual Communion

Altar Flowers Opportunity
As we have been live streaming the Mass and providing other 
videos of the Mission and its grounds, we have received so much 
positive feedback from our community on the features of the 
flowers in our beautiful Mission gardens. The beauty of nature is 
a concrete reminder of the beauty of God, in whose image we are 
made. When we enjoy beautiful flowers, plants and trees we are 
celebrating the God’s gift of the natural world. 

We are so happy to continue the beauty of altar flowers at our 
Masses each week. We invite you to consider sponsoring a 
bouquet for $90 in memory or honor of a loved one, to celebrate 
a birthday or anniversary or in thanksgiving to God. 

The altar flowers will be a part of our live streamed Mass as 
well as our outdoor Mass each Sunday and your dedication will 
included in our weekly e-bulletin. 

Please contact Laura at liturgy@carmelmission.org for more information and to schedule your gift. 

Thank you so much for your generosity and for helping to ensure that these symbols of beauty and 
life are part of our weekly celebrations. 
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Jana Schmidt,
Matthew Escovar,
Anne Emmerich, 
Joan Kenny, 
Tobi Lunt,
Sean Kenny, 
Nancy Buchanan, 
Mary Cea, 
Larry Fry, 
Richard Cruickshank, 

All the sick are prayed for during a general intercession at every mass.  
At this time we pray especially for: 

Sick in the Parish

Charles Cardoza, 
Mercedes Ferrante, 
Frank Machalla, 
Brandon Paulikas, 
Julieta Evangelista, 
Nancy D’Angelo, 
Ruth Flynn,  
Missy Student, 
Lois Jones

Keep in prayer our brave parishioners, relatives 
and friends of our parish family who are in service 
to their country in the Armed Forces abroad: 
  Richard Brophy  
 and Robert Maher

Please Pray For Our Military

We ask the Lord to keep them safe from harm and pray for their families while they 
are far from home.

Prayer Requests and Special Intentions
Our prayer request email is a great way to let us know about 
your prayer requests, any special intentions you may have, and 
if you know of anyone in our parish family who is ill we ask that 
you share that with us so we may pray for them, and reach out 
to them or their family.

Send Your  
Prayer Request
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… that they may rejoice with the Risen Lord. Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let your 
perpetual light shine upon them; and may the souls of all the faithful departed rest in peace.

Amen.

William Little,
Eleanor Fremgen,
Albert Grosnick,
Diane Bozzo, 
John Joseph Gelke, 
Julian Lopez,
Barbara Mills,
Lois Jones,
Jeanne Burns-Smith
Astrea Hidalgo Rodriguez,
Luis Antonio Ponce,
Margaret Sturges,
Robert E. Boeddiker,
Elynor Rawitzer,
Emerita Pabonan,
Very Reverend Mark Stetz, V.F.,
Sylvia Conn,
Dorothy Fritsch Harmeyer,

Please pray for our brothers and sisters who have died, especially:

Recently Deceased in our Parish

Jane Lowrey Weisser,
Claude Keyzers,
Vivian Sweeney,
Carlos Pineda,
Lillian Lampi,
Jospeh Kepp,
José Eliseo Cabrera,
Dr. Knox Mellon,
Ronald J. Antuzzi, 
John Flynn,
Dr. Richard Pirotte,
Sandra Ramirez,
Joshua King,
Phyllis Loyko, 
Edmundo Lundgren, 
Bruna Odello,
Maria Leonor Horta,
Ed Soberanes, 
Dr. Janusz Belza,
Paul Marto,
Sally Fitzpatrick,
Kathleen Conley,
Nicacia Lares Ramos,
Carla Coniglio, 
Thomas McCullough,
John Calcagno, 
Jovita Martin Cabrera, 
Jeanne Johnson, 
Judy Mollner, 
Ernie Bizzazero,
Bob Condry, 
Mary Dills

William Kraft,
Vincent Moley, 
Linda Shepard,
Ed Mosner,
David Higgins Snr., 
Stacie Tarsitano,
Daniel Castilleja Garcia, Jr.,
Mary S. McLane
Paul Filipe,
Jim Griffin, 
Michael Flynn, 
Jeanne Trudeau,
Wayne Kelly,
Mary Lou Berry,
Marie Linke,
Kathleen Conley, 
Madeline Kepp, 
Richard Doerr,
Marilynn Ackerman O’Neill, 
Beaujean Scanlon,
Jacqueline Melcher,
Regenia Gomez, 
Gwen Foster, 
Betty Kadoorie,
King Williams, 
Jack Brophy,
Marie Beattie,
Ramiro Santibañez Sr.,
Elizabeth Moley, 
Antonia Ayala, 
Gloria Valentino,
James McKillop,
Geraldine Murphy,
Phil Gambucci,
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Safe and Sound — AMA 2022Safe and Sound — AMA 2022

Thank you for supporting our Safe and Sound Campaign.
DONATE

Dear Friend of Carmel Mission,

My heart is full of joy as we celebrate the birthday of our Church this Pentecost weekend. You have 
added to that joy because of your amazing generosity. These words of gratitude are inadequate 
to express my appreciation of your selfless stewardship here at our beautiful Carmel Mission.  
WE HAVE EXCEEDED OUR GOAL OF $250,000.00 for our 2022 AMA Campaign, Safe and Sound. 
You truly are amazing!

Who would have believed that we would be winding down our campaign at the end of May?  
The Safe and Sound theme obviously resonated with you and you responded so generously.  
We live in uncertain times, never knowing what is waiting for us around the next corner. Our aim 
here at Carmel Mission is welcome all who come our way as our sisters and brothers in Christ.

We are welcoming back our many ministries in a safe and secure manner. We are enhancing 
the outdoor lighting, our security and our signage. We will be adding ramps and rails around our 
property to make it easier for us to get around. We will be keeping you posted as we continue to 
work on making your place of worship as safe and sound as possible.

May the Gifts of the Holy Spirit be yours in abundance this Pentecost and always. With great 
gratitude and many blessings,

Fr. Paul

We have met our 2022 AMA 
goal in record time!
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$  3,450.67

$  2,199.00

$  5,527.65

$  2,253.35

Electronic Donations:

Mail Donations:

Collection — Weekend Masses:

Second Collection — Retirement Fund for Priests:

TOTAL DONATIONS: $13,430.67

Quick and Easy - Setup Support Available
Signing up and making single or scheduled contributions is easy – just click the 
donate button on our website and sign up today. We will have someone available 
during business hours to provide any required assistance.

Sign up for Electronic Giving

Report for the weeks ending on 07/31/2022: 

By giving electronically, you can:

Carmel Mission is registered with AmazonSmile
AmazonSmile is the easiest, most direct method, and free of cost 
way to support our Mission. 

By clicking on the AmazonSmile tab on the top left corner of 
the Amazon webpage, supporters will be taken to a unique 
page on smile.amazon.com that is automatically linked to the 
Carmel Mission.  Simply enter your email address and password 
to enroll. 

Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of eligible smile.amazon.
com purchases made by supporters to the Carmel Mission. 

• Give anywhere, anytime from your computer, smartphone or 
tablet.

• Donate to one of our special project funds.
• Set up recurring payments and never worry about bringing 

your checkbook or cash again.
Get started today! Visit our donations page to set up your online 
contribution: www.carmelmission.org/
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Assumption of Mary: Basilica Mass August, 15 at 12:00 pm

Mass Entrances

Saturday Vigil Mass 
 5:30 pm - Indoor Mass in the Basilica.

Sunday Masses 
 9:00 am - Indoor Mass in the Basilica with outdoor seating weather permitting.

 11:00 am - Outdoor Mass in the Central Courtyard, weather permitting.

Wednesday, Thursday and Friday Masses 
 12:00 pm - Indoor Mass in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
 9:00 - 10:00 am - Indoor in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel.

9:00 am Indoor Mass
Those attending Sunday Mass at 9:00 am will continue to enter Mass via the Parish Gate and 
Visitor’s Gate into the Basilica and Forecourt. 
As shown by the yellow arrows.

11:00 am Outdoor Mass
Those attending our outdoor Sunday Mass 
at 11:00 am will be entering through the 
Carrige Gate and Parish Gate into the Central 
Courtyard. As shown by the green arrows.

We will have an attendant at each entrance.

Please note that the courtyards are an  
extension of our Mass. We ask that everyone 
be aware and respect the prayerful 
environment of this setting.

Accessibility
There are 9 designated accessible parking 
spots near the entrance of the Basilica 
Forecourt. If you require any assistance, please 
let the attendant know. It is best to arrive early 
to allow us to accommodate accessibility needs.
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Carmel Mission Bible Study
Bible study meets every Wednesday in Crespi Hall at 10:30 am

Bible Study has resumed and you are invited. All recent Popes, and the whole 
Church urges us to learn more about our Faith by reading and learning the 
truths that God has revealed to us in Holy Scripture. This is your chance 
to do that. We meet starting Wednesday, June 15 and each following 
Wednesday morning at Crespi Hall at 10:30 AM.

Please join us. 

Contact Dick Gorman, at 595-6363 or, dickgorman@att.net for more 
information

We’re Excited to Announce the Return of Faith Formation!
Have you registered your child yet?

Faith Formation Information and Registration Sessions

Please stop by to meet the teachers and sign up for classes,

Sunday, August 21. Mac Mahon Center

1st Communion Information Session 
10:00 - 11:00 am

Two-year class open to grades 1-4   

Confirmation Information Session 
4:00 - 5:00 pm

Two-year class open to grades 9-11  

Our Faith Formation classes meet twice per month on Sundays.

Please contact Cynthia Ciardella at Faithformation@CarmelMission.org  
or call 831-624-1271 ext. 303 for more information.
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Carmel Mission CommunityCarmel Mission Community

Carmel Mission Book Club
Book Club meets every Friday in Crespi Hall at 1:30 pm

On August 5th, our book club will begin reading Manifesting God by  
Fr. Thomas Keating. This book explores the principles of contemplative 
prayer — finding the silent space of retreat into our “inner room” as told by 
Jesus in the Gospel of Matthew.

Meetings are held in Crespi Hall on Friday afternoons at 1:30 with a ZOOM link option for anyone 
wishing to attend remotely. Please email christina.renna@gmail.com for information. 

Books are available at the meeting, and everyone is welcome to attend at any time!

Homebound Ministry
Dear Parishioners of Carmel Mission,

If you or someone you know cannot get to mass and would like 
to receive Holy Communion, please contact our Homebound 
Ministry Coordinator, Joan Brophy Thomas at (831) 624 3074.

Please stay safe and sound, Blessings,

Fr. Paul
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Ministry DirectoryMinistry Directory

Our Ministry Directory and web pages are under development. Please click on the 
ministry names in red below to contact our ministries.

The Altar Society provides care and upkeep for the altar linens and supports additional 
needs of the altar. 

The Carmel Mission Bereavement Ministry provides caring consolation and spiritual 
support to parish families who are grieving the death of a loved one. 

The Bible Study holds weekly meetings to study and discuss various books of the Bible.

The Book Club holds weekly meetings to read and discuss selected books.

The Carmel Mission Docent Ministry provides historical stewardship for the Mission 
and its art and artifacts. The Docents provide a welcoming presence and historical 
information to our many visitors.

Eucharistic Adoration is a special devotion whereby worshipers dedicate their time to 
be present with Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament to honor, adore and pray to Him.

The Faith Formation Ministry provides religious education for the faithful of all ages.

The Falge Farmworkers Program Ministry procures and distributes food and clothing 
to farmworkers and their families, who are in need.

The Homebound Eucharistic Ministry practices the Corporal works of mercy. Members 
visit and comfort the sick and the elderly, and bring Communion to those who have 
difficulty attending Mass.

The Women’s & Men’s I-HELP (Interfaith Homeless Emergency Lodging Program) 
activities at Carmel Mission are one of the many Monterey Peninsula churches, faith 
communities, or service organizations that provide overnight accommodation, a nutritious 
hot meal, and a caring community to homeless men and women one evening a month.

The Knights of Columbus were founded in 1882 on the principles of charity, unity and 
fraternity. The Carmel Mission, Council 4593, Knights of Columbus, provides hospitality 
and fundraising support to our parish community.

The Liturgical Ministry supports all aspects of our parish liturgy.

The Carmel Mission Basilica Schola Cantorum is a traditional choral ensemble 
which assists with the music leadership every week at our 11:00 a.m. Sunday Mass. The 
repertoire of the group is drawn from the works of both contemporary and traditional 
Catholic composers.
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Find your home cross or crucifix 
at the Carmel Mission store. 
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Our Mission is home 
to a vast collection 
of beautiful art from 
centuries past, and 
in their book, Gail 
Sheridan and Mary 
Pat McCormick 
gives us background 
knowledge on various 
pieces and the artists 
that created them. 
The Art From the 
Carmel Mission was 
originally written 
and published by 
members of our 
Docent Ministry, Gail 
and Mary Pat in 2011. 
Since then, they have 
made addition to the 
book including the 
canonization of Saint 
Junípero Serra in 
September 2015.

Purchase your copy of  
Art From the Carmel Mission 

$25 +tax
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store@carmelmission.org

Employment Opportunity
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This section of the bulletin features articles that were published in our previous bulletins. All our 
past bulletin are available on our website at carmelmission.org/bulletins/

Article ArchiveArticle Archive

List of Articles
AMA 2022 - Testimonials 
 April 3, 2022

California Bishops Commit to Working for 
Better Futures... January, 2022

Annual Parish Letter 
December 25, 2021

New Bulletin Format 
December 25, 2021

Forecourt Renovation 
October 24, 2021

Tech Support — Subscribe to our e-bulletin 
and the Carmel Mission YouTube Channel

Tech Support — Add the Carmel Mission 
website to your smartphone’s homescreen

How to sign up to our weekly email
If you would like to receive weekly news and updates from the 
Carmel Mission Basilica, sign up to our bulletin distribution list.

We send weekly emails which contain: 
• Our Pastor’s letter to you
• Our complete online calendar
• A digital version of our weekly bulletin and…
• News and updates of the Carmel Mission

How to Join? 
• Go to carmelmission.org, or click the link.
• Scroll to the bottom of the page
• Follow instruction under

“Sign up for our Bulletin”
• Click Send

How to find us 
on YouTube
To find our Channel navigate to 
youtube.com and search for Carmel 
Mission Basilica Channel in the 
search bar at the top.

Click on the Carmel Mission Basilica 
channel to find all our videos.

If you would like to be notified 
when we post new videos, be sure 
to click the red Subscribe button.
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Support Carmel Mission Basilica and our 
weekly electronic bulletin.

Advertise your business in your parish community 
through Carmel Mission’s weekly electronic bulletin.

For more information on how to advertise your business 
on our bulletin,

Contact Bulletin@carmelmission.org for details.

Sign up to receive our Weekly Electronic Bulletin

Do you know someone that does not receive our weekly email and bulletin? 
It is easy to sign up.

Our weekly emails always include:

The electronic bulletin and a link to  
the 9am Sunday Mass.

All news and updates regarding the Carmel Mission 
parish will be published here.

To sign up, go to CarmelMission.org.

Enter your email address in the form at the bottom 
of the page, titled, “Sign up for our Bulletin“.
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Carmel Mission 
Basilica

Saturday Vigil 

Mass 5:30 p.m. 
Basilica

Sunday Masses

9:00 a.m. 
Basilica

&
11:00 a.m. 

Central 
Courtyard

Our streamed 
mass is also 
available on
our website.
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