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Dear Friend of Carmel Mission, 

In the Gospel today we have John the Baptist’s powerful witness to who Jesus is, 
and what it means that He is in the world. John had witnessed the appearance of 
the Trinity - Father, Son and Holy Spirit - at Jesus’ baptism in the river Jordan, 
and is now certain that Jesus is indeed the Messiah, the Son of God. John 
was engaged in his ministry of baptizing and prophesizing because he believed 
that the Messiah was coming. Now he knows who the Messiah is, both in the 
person of Jesus, and Jesus’ identity as the Son of God. John announces this by 
declaring Jesus to be the Lamb of God. Later in the Gospel, Jesus will be called 
the Good Shepherd, lovingly guarding and guiding the hapless sheep – us. But 
this Lamb, Jesus, is anything but hapless. He is the Passover lamb, whose blood 
protected the Israelites before their exodus from Egypt (Exod 12:1-13) and He 
is the victorious Lamb in Revelation, who, once thought to be slain, now lives in 
glory on God’s throne. (Revelation 5:6-14 and 7:16-17). 

We bear witness to Jesus’ identity as the Lamb of God at every Mass. Our 
response to “Behold the Lamb of God,” is “Lord I am not worthy that you should 
enter under my roof, but only say the word and my soul shall be healed.” We 
invite Jesus in the Eucharist under our roof, into our bodies and our hearts, 
knowing that we are not worthy, but confident that He is coming anyway. We 
know that He has the power to heal us by a single word, that He can overcome 
whatever pain, or sadness, or darkness is separating us from God, and bring us 
wholeness and peace. 

John the Baptist lived an out sized life. He was an eccentric (to say the least) 
character who was bold and decisive in his witness. We may not be called to 
the same kind of evangelization, but we are called, in our own way, to share our 
witness of who Jesus Christ was, who He is, and why He matters in our own lives 
and in the world. As we begin this week of Prayer for Christian Unity, I invite you 
to join me in considering how we are each uniquely called to be witnesses to the 
all-powerful and all - merciful Lamb of God. 

I wish you and your loved ones blessings of good health and new hope. Please 
pray for peace and healing in our country and our world, 

Fr. Paul 
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A Joyful Moment for Our Diocese: Installation of Bishop Ramón Bejarano 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

With hearts full of gratitude and hope, the Diocese of Monterey is pleased to share that the 

Installation of Bishop Ramón Bejarano will take place on Thursday, February 19, 2026. This 

moment marks a significant and joyful milestone in the life of our local Church, and we are deeply 

thankful for the prayers, anticipation, and love already surrounding this occasion. 

Because of the limited capacity of the installation venue, attendance at the liturgy will be by 

invitation only and, regrettably, will not be open to the general public. We understand that many 

of our faithful would wish to be present in person for this historic celebration, and we are sincerely 

grateful for your understanding as we navigate this unavoidable limitation. 

While we may not all be able to gather physically, we remain united as one diocesan family in 

faith and prayer. Livestreaming details will be shared in the coming weeks, allowing all who 

wish to participate to do so prayerfully. We encourage you to visit the diocesan website and follow 

our official social media channels for updates and additional information as plans continue to 

unfold. 

To the faithful of the Diocese of Monterey, please know that this celebration is only the beginning. 

In the weeks and months ahead, there will be many opportunities to welcome Bishop Ramón 

personally. He looks forward to visiting parishes throughout the diocese, celebrating the Holy 

Eucharist and the other sacraments — including Confirmations — visiting our Catholic 

schools, and spending time listening, praying, and walking alongside the people entrusted to his 

pastoral care. 

As we prepare for this joyful day, we ask that you continue to keep Bishop Ramón and our diocesan 

family in your prayers. May this season be one of renewal, unity, and hopeful anticipation, as we 

entrust our Church to the guidance of the Holy Spirit and look forward to all that the Lord has in 

store. 

Gratefully in Christ, 
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LiturgyLiturgy

Today’s Readings Scripture Reflection
Reading I: I will make you a light to the 
nations, that my salvation may reach to  
the ends of the earth. (Isaiah 49:6)

Psalm: Here am I, Lord; I come to do  
your will. (Psalm 40:8)

Reading II: Grace to you and peace from God 
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  
(1 Corinthians 1:3)

Gospel: Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes 
away the sin of the world. (John 1:29)

Readings for the Week

MONDAY, JANUARY 19 
HEBREWS 5:1–10 
PSALM 110:1, 2, 3, 4 
MARK 2:18–22

TUESDAY, JANUARY 20 
HEBREWS 7:1–3, 15–17 
PSALM 110:1, 2, 3, 4 
MARK 3:1–6

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 21 
HEBREWS 7:25—8:6 
PSALM 40:7–8A, 8B–9, 10, 17 
MARK 3:7–12

THURSDAY, JANUARY 22 
HEBREWS 8:6–13 
PSALM 85:8, 10, 11–12, 13–14 
MARK 3:13–19

FRIDAY, JANUARY 23 
HEBREWS 8:6–13 
PSALM 85:8, 10, 11–12, 13–14 
MARK 3:13–19

SATURDAY, JANUARY 24 
HEBREWS 9:2–3, 11–14 
PSALM 47:2–3, 6–7, 8–9 
MARK 3:20–21

As we begin Ordinary Time, in today’s Gospel 
reading, John the Baptist sets the stage for the 
first disciples to recognize and follow Jesus. His 
proclamation of Jesus as the Lamb of God has 
caused debate among scholars. For some this 
evokes the servant in Isaiah, spoken of in today’s 
first reading: subsequent chapters of Isaiah 
emphasize the suffering of the servant, who is 
oppressed and afflicted. Still others think it is a 
reference to the Passover lamb, whose blood was 
smeared on the doorposts of the Israelites the 
night before beginning their exodus from Egypt 
(Exodus 12:1-13.) This second depiction is more in 
keeping with Jesus’ behavior in John’s Gospel. In 
John’s passion narrative, Jesus is not silent before 
His accusers. In John’s Gospel Jesus is depicted as 
fully aware, and even in control, of events in the 
passion narrative. He does not remain silent but 
answers back in a confrontational manner. In the 
book of Revelation, the victorious Lamb completes 
the picture begun in the Gospel of John. The 
symbol of a sacrificial lamb is not a good fit for 
this Gospel. Jesus stops the sacrificial process in 
the temple, driving out the sheep and the cattle. 
Moreover, in this Gospel, He speaks of Himself 
not as an unwitting victim, but as the shepherd 
who willing lays down his life for his sheep (10:7-
18) Just as in the exodus, the blood of the lamb 
protects the people as they begin their arduous 
journey towards new life. As the new Passover 
lamb, Jesus protects His disciples and opens the 
way to new liberation for His people. The readings 
share an emphasis on God’s call and the response 
to that call. In the first reading from Isaiah, God’s 
servant is called beyond expectations – not just to 
Israel but to all the nations. In the second reading, 
St. Paul speaks of his own call to an apostle, 
sharing God’s peace in the greeting of his letter 
to the Corinthian community. The psalm offers 
thanksgiving to God for an act of deliverance. The 
psalmist has been rescued from something and 
offers praise to God, but also makes an important 
connection. Recognition of God’s action must be 
linked to a response. If we see God has done 
something for us, we ought to do something for 
God in return, beginning in gratitude. 
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Act of Spiritual CommunionAct of Spiritual Communion
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My Jesus,

I believe that You are present in  
the Most Holy Sacrament. 

I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul. 

Since I cannot at this moment  
receive You sacramentally, 

come at least spiritually into my heart. 

I embrace You as if You were already there  
and unite myself wholly to You.

Never permit me to be separated from You. 

Amen.

Altar Flowers Opportunity

Here at Carmel Mission we are very fortunate to be surrounded 
by natural beauty in our wonderful gardens, and we receive 
feedback from parishioners and visitors alike on how much they 
enjoy the flowers, plants and trees on our property.   The beauty 
of nature is a concrete reminder of the beauty of God, in whose 
image we are made. When we enjoy beautiful flowers, plants 
and trees we are celebrating God’s gift of the natural world.

We are so happy to continue the beauty of altar flowers at our 
Masses each week. We invite you to consider sponsoring a 
bouquet for $90 in memory or honor of a loved one, to celebrate 
a birthday or anniversary, or in thanksgiving to God.

The altar flowers will be a part of our weekend Masses and your 
dedication will included in our weekly e-bulletin. 

Please contact Laura at liturgy@carmelmission.org for more information and to schedule your gift. 
Thank you so much for your generosity and for helping to ensure that these symbols of beauty and 
life are part of our weekly celebrations.

mailto:liturgy%40carmelmission.org?subject=Altar%20Flowers%20%7C%20


Mass at the MissionMass at the Mission

Mass Schedule

Saturday Mass

 5:30 pm - Mass in the Basilica.

Sunday Masses

 9:00 am - Mass in the Basilica. 

 11:00 am - Mass in the Basilica with Choir.

Mass Entrance

Gates open 30 minutes before Mass. Those 
attending our weekend Masses will be entering 
through the Visitor’s Gate into the Basilica 
Forecourt or through the Parish Gate into the 
Central Courtyard. We will have an attendant 
at each entrance.

Please note that the Basilica Forecourt is an 
extensions of our Mass. We ask that everyone 
be aware and respectful of the prayerful 
environment of this setting.

Accessibility

There are 9 designated accessible parking 
spots near the Visitor entrance and 6 more 
spots by the Parish Office entrance. If you 
require any assistance, please let the attendant 
know. We recommend arriving early so we may 
better accommodate accessibility needs.

Moved to the Basilica during construction
Noon Masses 
 Wednesday - Friday, 12:00 pm  — Mass in the Basilica 

Sacrament of Reconciliation
 Saturday, 9:00 am - 10:00 am  — Confessions at the Basilica
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Parish PrayersParish Prayers

Sick in the Parish

All the sick are prayed for during a general intercession at every Mass.

At this time time we pray especially for:

Gerry Chiappe,

Margaret Luke,

Rose Healy,

Paul Borromeo,

Jana Schmidt,

Matthew Escovar,

Anne Emmerich, 

Joan Kenny, 

Tobi Lunt,

Sean Kenny, 

Nancy Buchanan, 

Larry Fry, 

Richard Cruickshank, 

Charles Cardoza, 

Frank Machalla, 

Brandon Paulikas, 

Julieta Evangelista, 

Nancy D’Angelo,   

Missy Student

Please pray for our Military

Keep in your prayer our brave parishioners, 
relatives and friends of our parish family who 
are in service to their country in the Armed 
Forces abroad:

Major Trevor C. Kuchman, USMC, 
Richard Brophy, 
Robert Maher

We ask the Lord to keep them safe from harm and pray for their families 
while they are far from home.

Prayer Requests and Special Intentions

Our prayer request email is a great way to let us know 
about your prayer requests, or any special intentions 
you may have. Also, if you know of anyone in our parish 
family who is ill we ask that you share that with us so we 
may pray for them, and reach out to them or their family.

Send Your  
Prayer Request

7  01/18/2026

BASILICA

CARMEL MISSION

250TH Anniversary

1771 2021

mailto:prayerrequest%40carmelmission.org?subject=


Parish PrayersParish Prayers

Recently Deceased in our Parish

Please pray for our brothers and sisters who have died, especially:

Marie Zenorini-Canepa,

Meridee Doud,

Charleen Sciambi

David Perez 

Margaret “Peggy” Ryan 

Pearla Tarsitano 

John Jennings,

 Samantha Jennings, 

Cristina Biegel,

William Griffon,

Jeff Brady,
Nelly Ortega, 

Douglas Forzani,

Joe Diaz, Jr,

Theron Bergeron,

Trudy Bohland,

Theodor Albert,

Wilma Jauregui,

Jose Ponce Gutierrez,

Teresita Chan, 

Walter DeFaria,

Lucille Eggerman,

Dianne Lee (Taylor) Mueller R.N.,

Rebecca Simms,

Debora Frances Embody, 

James M. Fremgen,

Patricia Maaske,

Tom Coble,

Arvid (Dink) Allen,

Loretta Williams,

Dr. Béla Janko,

Leon Hittner,

Dr Patrick Feehan,

Don Ryan,

John Garthner,

Carl Noto, 

Rebecca Louise Dolan

… that they may rejoice with the Risen Lord. Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let your 
perpetual light shine upon them; and may the souls of all the faithful departed rest in peace.

Amen.
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Visit our  
Website

FAQ

StewardshipStewardship

Carmel Mission Legacy

Electronic Donation:

Mailed Donation:

Weekend Masses:

 

$  9,959.06

$15,927.00

$  6,131.00

$32,017.06TOTAL

Reports for the week ending on 01/04/2026:
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2024 AMA Update2024 AMA Update

BLESSED SACRAMENT CHAPEL 
ALL OUR PEWS HAVE BEEN RENEWED THANKS  

TO YOUR SUPPORT FOR OUR 2024 AMA CAMPAIGN.

WORK ON THE ENTRANCE RAMP IS IN PROGRESS. 
WEDNESDAY THROUGH FRIDAY NOON MASSES WILL TAKE PLACE  

IN THE BASILICA UNTIL THE PROJECT IS COMPLETE.
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Dear Parishioners,

We are excited to share that Carmel Mission Basilica 
has begun work on a Master Strategic/Property Plan in 
collaboration with Architectural Resources Group (ARG), 
a highly respected preservation firm from San Francisco. 
This plan will guide us in the responsible stewardship 
of our beautiful and historic property—ensuring the 
Mission remains a sacred, welcoming, and safe place for 
worship, learning, and community life.

Working with ARG, we will assess all areas of our  
22-acre site, from the Basilica and museums to  
gardens and infrastructure, with a focus on 
preservation, accessibility, safety, and long-term 
sustainability.

We invite your prayers, input, and participation as this 
important planning process unfolds. Together, we will 
honor our past and plan for a vibrant future.

—Fr. Paul P. Murphy, Pastor

CARMEL MISSION BEGINS MASTER 
PROPERTY PLAN WITH  

ARCHITECTURAL EXPERTS

CLICK HERE FOR UPDATES
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THE MORA CHAPEL

A PLACE OF  

LIVING HISTORY

We are delighted to report that our 2025 AMA Campaign, 
The Mora Chapel: A Place of Living History,  
contribution total now stands at $325,390.

PROJECT UPDATES

• We continue to work diligently on 

developing the 2025 Mora Chapel 

restoration and conservation projects 

and will share details in upcoming 

bulletins and on our AMA webpage 

• The Blessed Sacrament Chapel 

pews have been restored and 

returned.

• Construction of the ramp is in 

progress

• Additional work will include 

resetting the front door, upgrades 

to the heating and ventilation and 

additional necessary security 

improvements.
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Architectural Resources GroupArchitectural Resources Group

The Carmel Mission Basilica is launching a 
strategic master plan initiative with a goal 
of creating a guide to preserve, restore, 
and utilize this iconic landmark that has 
attracted the faithful and visitors to Carmel 
since it was built more than 250 years ago.

The development of the comprehensive 
Master Property Plan will be in partnership 
with Architectural Resources Group, a 
nationally recognized preservation and 
planning firm out of San Francisco.

Architectural Resources Group was founded 
45 years ago and specializes in architecture, 
historic preservation, adaptive reuse, and 
planning with projects across California 
and the Western United States. Locally, its 
portfolio includes the Cooper-Molera Adobe 
Historic site in Monterey and the Sunset 
Center in Carmel.

The architectural firm says that since its beginning, it has had the privilege of working 
with great clients and consultants on projects that preserve, protect, and adapt historic 
buildings, sites, and objects for a new generation.

“We’re honored to continue our work with Carmel Mission. This is a pivotal project for 
the Mission and for the wider community”, said David Wessel, principal at Architectural 
Resources Group, in a press release. “Our goal is to create a plan that respects Carmel 
Mission’s rich past and supports its thriving future.”

Carmel Mission Basilica says this initiative marks a milestone in the mission’s 
commitment to stewarding its historic buildings, sacred spaces, and cultural resources for 
future generations.

Carmel Mission, or Mission San Carlos Borromeo de Río Carmelo, was founded in 1771 by 
Father Junipero Serra, who was canonized in 2015 and is now known as Saint Junipero 
Serra. He is buried under the sanctuary floor. The mission was the second mission 
founded by Serra, and where he established his headquarters. It is designated a National 
Historic Landmark, is one of California’s most visited historic sites, and continues to serve 
a vibrant parish community within the Diocese of Monterey.

THIS ARTICLE RAN IN THE MONTEREY HERALD ON AUGUST 2

THE HISTORIC CARMEL MISSION BASILICA HAS  

ANNOUNCED THE DEVELOPMENT OF A COMPREHENSIVE 

MASTER PROPERTY PLAN IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 

ARCHITECTURAL RESOURCES GROUP.  

(JAMES HERRERA/MONTEREY HERALD)
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Architectural Resources GroupArchitectural Resources Group

THE HISTORIC CARMEL MISSION BASILICA IS  

ONE OF THE MOST ICONIC AND SPIRITUALLY SIGNIFICANT 

LANDMARKS ON CALIFORNIA’S CENTRAL COAST.  

(JAMES HERRERA/MONTEREY HERALD)

The new Master Property Plan will guide the 
preservation, restoration, and use of the 22-
acre site, which includes the Basilica Church, 
museums, courtyards, cemetery, and other 
historic structures, according to Carmel 
Mission. Architectural Resources Group 
brings decades of expertise in working with 
culturally significant sites, including previous 
work with missions, churches, and historic 
campuses across the West.

“This is a moment of renewal,” said Father 
Paul P. Murphy, pastor of the Carmel 
Mission Basilica, in the release. “We are 
embracing our responsibility to protect 
the sacred and historical integrity of this 
site, while also ensuring it can meet the 
evolving needs of our parish and the wider 
community.”

The planning process will include input from parishioners, community members, 
preservationists, and expert restorative professionals, according to Carmel Mission. 
Priorities include seismic safety, accessibility improvements, landscape conservation, 
infrastructure modernization, and enhanced interpretive and visitor experiences.

Development of the Master Property Plan is expected to continue through 2026.

The Carmel Mission has undergone other restoration projects in the recent past, namely 
the Downie Museum and Basilica Forecourt project in 2021, the Central Courtyard project 
in 2016, and the Carmel Mission Basilica’s structural restoration in 2013.

But the Carmel Mission has a long history of restoration beginning in 1877, when Fr. 
Angelo Casanova stepped in to save a church reduced to ruins, according to Carmel 
Mission Basilica. With the roof collapsed and walls crumbling, he paid $44 to re-roof 
the sacristy. What started as a humble act became an enduring commitment to restore 
Carmel Mission’s historic fabric for generations to come.

In the early 1900s, Monsignor Ramon Mestres founded the Carmel Mission Restoration 
League, spearheading major restorations and earning the title “Padre of the Restoration.” 
Then in 1933, master restorer Harry Downie began five decades of meticulous rebuilding, 
working under the direction of multiple pastors throughout his tenure to transform the 
Mission into what we see today.
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Carmel Mission CommunityCarmel Mission Community

Coffee and Donuts
Coffee and Donuts each Sunday following 9 AM & 11 AM 
Masses.

January 18  
January 25

Carmel Mission Bible Study
Bible Study meets in Crespi Hall every Wednesday at 10:30 am - 11:30 am

Our Carmel Mission Bible is now studyingof the Parables found in the Gospels. 
In these texts, Jesus sets forth for us details of how His Kingdom works in our 
Catholic lives. There is more in each of them than first appears. Here is a means to 
open our hearts to what He plans, hopes for each of us.

Questions; Dick Gorman 595-6363.

Centering Prayer
Centering Prayer meets in Crespi Hall every Friday, 12:50 AM - 1:30 PM

All are welcome to join CENTERING PRAYER each Friday at 12:55 in Crespi Hall. We meet for 20 
minutes in prayer, with the option to stay for Book Club at 1:30. 

For more information about Centering Prayer, please email Sally Greig saljogreig@aol.com

Carmel Mission Book Club

Book Club has begun reading The Holy Longing: The Search for a Christian 
Spirituality by Fr. Ronald Rolheiser, O.M.I. This book explores our deep longing 
and search for God, as well as our struggle to achieve a strong Christian 
discipleship. Books are available at meetings, and everyone is welcome to attend.

Book Club meets in Crespi Hall every Friday, 1:30 AM - 3:00 PM

For additional information please email  christina.renna@gmail.com
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Carmel Mission CommunityCarmel Mission Community

Homebound Ministry
Dear Parishioners of Carmel Mission,

If you or someone you know cannot get to mass and 
would like to receive Holy Communion, please contact 
our Homebound Ministry Coordinator, Joan Brophy 
Thomas at (831) 624 3074.

Please stay safe and sound, Blessings, 
Fr. Paul

Carmel Mission CommunityCarmel Mission Community

Carmel Mission Bereavement Ministry
The Carmel Mission Bereavement Ministry, founded in 2003, is a group of volunteers 
who provide consolation and support to families who are grieving the death of a loved 
one. The Ministry, under the direction of the Pastor, offers assistance with planning and 
staffing the Funeral Mass and assists with receptions held in Crespi Hall. The Ministry 
has a three-fold purpose of Service to the Parish and Spiritual Development and time for 
Social gathering for our Members.

If you would like to join with us or learn more about our Ministry, please contact Laura 
Schwingle, liturgy@carmelmission.org.

Our Coordinator for the I-HELP Ministry has retired.

We need YOU to help us continue providing this emergency housing program one evening a 
month for homeless women on the Peninsula.

Please contact Father Paul at fr.paul@carmelmission.org for more information.

Carmel Mission’s I-HELP ministry needs YOUR help!

Knights of Columbus
Meet on the first Tuesday of each month in Crespi Hall at 6:30 PM.

For more information please email koc@carmelmission.org.

17  01/18/2026

BASILICA

CARMEL MISSION

250TH Anniversary

1771 2021

mailto:liturgy%40carmelmission.org?subject=


Bulletin AdvertismentBulletin Advertisment

Advertise your business 
in your parish community 
through Carmel Mission’s 
weekly electronic bulletin.

For more information on how 
to advertise your business on 
our bulletin, contact  
Bulletin@carmelmission.org.

YOLANDA MOYA
Certified Nursing Assistant

SERVICES PROVIDED

• Transportation

• Medication Reminders

• Meal Preparations

• Companionship

• Light Housekeeping

• Hospice Care

• Personal Assistant

• Live-in care and more

Over 30 Years of Experience 

24/7 Care • Excellent References 831-247-9646
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